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As AI workloads soar and the
need for data centres in-
creases, an Indian space tech
start-up is gearing up to fa-
cilitate a data centre (DC) in
space. 

Agnikul Cosmos now has
the capabilities to host
space-based data centres via
its extendable upper stage,
and in its first commercial
agreement, Agnikul is part-
nering with cloud company
NeevCloud to help the latter
host its AI SuperCloud plat-
form in space, businessline

has learnt. 
“We are providing a plat-

form to host our partner en-
tity’s data centre in orbit in
the upper stage. This is a nat-
ural extension of our rocket,
which has been designed to
function in orbit in the up-
per stage after you eject a
satellite. We are now going
to work with NeevCloud to
repurpose it to host their
DC,” Srinath Ravichandran,
Co-founder and CEO, Ag-
nikul Cosmos, told
businessline.

Narendra Sen, Founder &
CEO of NeevCloud, said in a
statement: “To truly demo-
cratise AI, we must decouple
it from terrestrial limita-
tions. By partnering with Ag-
nikul, we are taking our AI
SuperCloud to the ultimate
orbit edge — Space.” 

The initiative will place
high-performance AI infer-
ence nodes directly into Low
Earth Orbit (LEO), enabling
secure, ultra-low-latency in-
telligence for billions of

users and critical industries
worldwide, the companies
said.

PIONEERING MOVE

NeevCloud is an Indian en-
tity empowering AI firms
globally by providing cloud
AI solutions by leveraging
GPU technology. 

Agnikul and NeevCloud
have been in discussions to
host the latter’s payload in
space and, in that process,
arrived at this decision to
align to host a DC in space,
Ravichandran explained. 

Globally, technology com-
panies are exploring the
launch of data centres into
orbit to overcome Earth’s
power and cooling con-
straints. Elon Musk’s
SpaceX is among the com-
panies working on this.

In India, Agnikul’s capab-
ility to host DCs in the upper
stage may be the first in-
stance of a rocket company
doing it. 

Agnikul’s architecture is
such that the upper stage of
their rocket can extend its
life in orbit after a satellite is

launched. With the patented
technology in place, the
start-up has now found an
application in repurposing it
to host DCs in space. 

Agnikul targets a fleet of
assets in orbit with AI stacks
that form modular Space
Data Centre Modules (SD-
CMs). The alliance will help
NeevCloud to expand its
network to 600+ orbital edge
data centres over 3 years.

THE RIGHT SPACE

In terms of timeline, Agnikul
aims to demonstrate a basic
prototype of this DC module
on a test basis in their up-
coming launch in the coming
months and then go for an
actual launch by 2027. Fol-
lowing successful validation,
NeevCloud will scale the
network of 600+ Orbital
edge data centres over the
next three years. 

The idea of setting up a
DC in space is getting a lot of
interest globally, as space
will address the aspect of en-
ergy availability, environ-
mental sustainability, and
the ability to cool with less
cost.

Extending the spent up-
per stages of rockets reduces
potential space debris while
maximising the utility of
every launch. Solar power
can also help address the
power consumption for the
data centre, Agnikul said.

The mass of the satellite
and other level specs are all
in place and both companies
will now work to customise
our platforms so that it
works well to host a DC in
space, Ravichandran added. 
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The government on
Thursday said that under
BharatNet, the flagship rural
broadband connectivity pro-
gramme, optical fibre cable is
being laid across 2.56 lakh
gram panchayats (GPs) at an
investment of around
₹42,000 crore. Over 2.14 lakh
GPs have already been made
service-ready in phases-I and
-II.

“The Amended BharatNet
programme, with a total out-
lay of around $16.9 billion,
has become the world’s
largest rural connectivity ini-
tiative,” said Minister for
Communications Jyotir-
aditya M Scindia while reply-
ing to questions in Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

NETWORK RELIABILITY

The Minister informed that
the network architecture is
being upgraded from a line
topology to a ring topology
model. If connectivity is dis-
rupted from one direction,
services will continue unin-
terrupted from the other,
thereby significantly enhan-
cing network reliability and
uptime.

The Minister informed the
House that Tamil Nadu had
opted to implement Bharat-
Net through its own special
purpose vehicle (SPV) and of
the 12,525 GPs in the State,
as many as 10,886 had been
connected. 

The remaining GPs and
4,767 non-gram panchayat
villages will be covered under
the amended BharatNet
programme.

ROAD BLOCKS

Scindia said that across the
country, the average disposal
time for right of way (RoW)
applications has been re-
duced from 455 days to just
30.4 days and out of 36 States
and Union Territories, 33
have operationalised the
RoW portal. Tamil Nadu is
among the three States

where it has not yet been im-
plemented, he added. 

In Tamil Nadu, the average
RoW disposal time is 85 days.
The Minister stated that he
had written multiple letters
to the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, urging the im-
plementation of the RoW
portal and expediting ap-
provals in the larger public
interest.

CYBER SECURITY

Meanwhile, regarding the Di-
gital Intelligence Platform
(DIP), a secure online plat-
form, Scindia said more than
1,200 organisations have
been onboarded, including
central security agencies, po-
lice departments of 36 States
and UTs, the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre
(I4C), banks, Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) ser-
vice providers, payment sys-
tem operators, and telecom
service providers.

He informed that over 88-
lakh suspicious connections
have been disconnected and
₹1,400 crore in potential
frauds have been prevented
through risk-based interven-
tions and there are nearly 99
per cent reduction in spoofed
calls achieved through ad-
vanced monitoring systems.
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BharatNet has reached 2.14 lakh 
gram panchayats till now: Scindia

Acutaas Advance Material Ltd
(formerly Baba Advance Ma-
terials Ltd), a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Surat-based
Acutaas Chemicals, has com-
pleted the acquisition of a 75
per cent controlling stake in
the South Korea-based Indi-
chem Inc, marking its formal
entry into the semiconductor
chemicals manufacturing
space in the country.

“We would like to inform
that Acutaas Advance Mater-
ial Ltd (erstwhile Baba Ad-
vance Materials Ltd), a wholly
owned subsidiary of Acutaas
Chemicals Ltd, has acquired a
75 per cent of shareholding
stake in the joint venture
company, Indichem Inc. The
information of the same has
been received today to the
company. Pursuant to this,
Indichem Inc has become a
step down subsidiary of the
company,” the company

stated on Wednesday. 
Indichem Inc, incorpor-

ated in 2025, operates in the
semiconductor chemicals in-
dustry, a segment witnessing
strong global demand amid
capacity expansion in chip
manufacturing. 

The transaction was ex-
ecuted through a cash pur-
chase of 3,00,000 shares at a
par value of KRW 500 per
share plus applicable share
premium. 

“The construction and
capex work of Indichem Inc’s
manufacturing plant in South
Korea is in progress and is
slated to be commissioned by
the end of the current calen-
dar year,” it added.

MORE INVESTMENTS

Commenting on the venture,
Naresh Patel, CMD of
Acutaas Chemicals, told in-
vestors earlier this month
that the company is witness-
ing encouraging traction from
clients in Indichem, with ini-
tial discussions already un-

derway with multiple poten-
tial customers in South Korea,
Japan and Taiwan. 

In the same earnings call,
Abhishek Patel, Vice Presid-
ent (Strategy) of Acutaas
Chemicals, highlighted the
scale of the investment and
future revenue prospects. 

“Apart from this, another
major cash outlay during the
year will be our investment in
South Korea joint venture, In-
dichem. Till now, we have in-
vested close to ₹130 crore in
this joint venture. The total
investment we announced for
this joint venture was around
₹200 crore,” Patel said.

“We have su�cient cash on
hand as well as strong cash
flow generation to fund this
cash outlay. For the Indichem
project, as I mentioned, our
plant — capex should be com-
pleted by this calendar year,
year 2026, and from next cal-
endar year onwards, we
should see revenue coming in
this business,” the Vice-Pres-
ident added.
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Biological E. Ltd (BE), a Hy-
derabad-based pharmaceut-
icals and biologics company,
has received the final per-
mission for its polio vaccine
from the World Health Or-
ganisation. 

Now, the company can
handle the entire vaccine

manufacturing process in-
house. 

This is an upgrade from
the phase-I approval re-
ceived in June 2024, which
only allowed Biological E. to
manufacture the final vac-
cine product using materi-
als supplied by other com-
panies. 

“The WHO granted us
the phase-II pre-qualifica-

tion for our novel oral polio
vaccine type 2 (nOPV2). It
covers both drug substance
and drug product manufac-
tured at BE, completing the
full manufacturing chain for
the vaccine at a single integ-
rated site,” a company state-
ment said. 

Biological E. has already
produced and delivered
over 700 million doses of

nOPV2 to various countries
that are running campaigns
to stop outbreaks of the cir-
culating vaccine-derived
poliovirus.

“When polio outbreaks
occur, response time and
vaccine availability determ-
ine how quickly transmis-
sion can be stopped. nOPV2
has been deployed in over a
billion doses globally be-

cause it is designed for out-
break control with im-
proved genetic stability,”
Mahima Datla, MD, Biolo-
gical E. Ltd, said.

“With this , global supply
becomes more resilient and
more responsive. That mat-
ters because every delay in
outbreak response carries
real risk for children and
communities,” she said.
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