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The BRICS Foreign Minis-
ters’ meeting in New Delhi
concluded on Friday without
a joint statement amid “dif-
fering views” on the situ-
ation in West Asia region.

“There were di�ering
views among some members
as regard to the situation in
the West Asia region. BRICS
members expressed their re-
spective national positions
and shared a range of per-
spectives,”  per the chair’s
statement and outcome doc-
ument issued by India on
Friday.

The BRICS grouping in-
cludes Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa, Iran,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
India is the current chair of
the grouping.

Iran and the UAE are en-
gaged in a spat over the lat-
ter’s alleged involvement in
Israel’s (and the US’) war on
Iran. 

On May 13, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said he “secretly vis-
ited” the UAE and met its
President during the war
with Iran.

UAE-IRAN COLLUSION

While the UAE Foreign Min-
istry refuted Israel’s claims
as “unfounded”, Iran’s For-
eign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi, who attended the BRICS
meet in New Delhi, said the
UAE’s “collusion” with Is-
rael was unforgivable.

Araghchi on Thursday
called on the BRICS group-
ing to unequivocally con-

demn “violations of interna-
tional law” by the US and
Israel. 

Others who attended in-
clude Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov, Iran’s Ab-
bas Araghchi, Brazil’s Mauro
Vieira, Indonesia’s Sugiono,
and South Africa’s Ronald
Lamola.

“Views articulated by
member countries included
the need for an early resolu-
tion of the current crisis, the
value of dialogue and dip-
lomacy, respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity, upholding international
law, the importance of safe
and unimpeded flow of mari-
time commerce through in-
ternational waterways, and
the protection of civilian in-
frastructure and civilian
lives,” the statement noted.

On the Palestine-Israel
conflict, BRICS members
managed to be on the same
page. 

“They rea�rmed their
support for the State of
Palestine’s full membership
in the UN in the context of

the unwavering commit-
ment to the two-state solu-
tion, in accordance with in-
ternational law, including
relevant UN Security Coun-
cil and General Assembly
resolutions, and the Arab
Peace Initiative, that in-
cludes the establishment of a
sovereign, independent and
viable State of Palestine
within the internationally
recognised 1967 borders,
which included the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank,
with East Jerusalem as its
capital, in order to achieve
the vision of two States liv-
ing side by side, in peace and
security,” the outcome docu-
ment noted.

However, it was noted in a
footnote that “a member had
reservations” about parts of
sections where the Gaza
Strip was recognised an in-
separable part of the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory.

The Ministers believed
BRICS countries would con-
tinue to play a pivotal role in
voicing the concerns and pri-
orities of the Global South.
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India and the UAE have
signed a pact to establish a
framework for strategic de-
fence partnership during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Abu Dhabi on
Friday, seeking cooperation
across several domains such
as for industrial collabora-
tion, innovation, advanced
technology, maritime secur-
ity, cyber defence and secure
communications.

The agreements were
inked following Prime Min-
ister Modi holding talks with
President Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, with both the coun-
tries looking to firm up part-
nership for a broader
stronger security architec-
ture in view of West Asia
crisis. The armed forces of
the two countries have been
engaging in regular exer-
cises, holding defence dia-
logues. Besides that UAE’s

EDGE Group and India’s
Adani Defence & Aerospace
had earlier formed a global
defence platform to jointly
manufacture unmanned aer-
ial systems (UAS) and ad-
vanced counter-drone
systems.

SHIP REPAIR

An MoU was also inked
between Cochin Shipyard
Ltd (CSL) and Drydocks
World (DDW) for setting up
a Ship Repair Cluster at Vad-
inar in Dwarka district of Gu-

jarat, said the Ministry of Ex-
ternal A�airs. Ahead of
Modi’s UAE tour, the Union
Cabinet on May 5 gave nod to
the ₹1,570 crore ship repair
facility in Vadinar, to be de-
veloped jointly by Deendayal
Port Authority and CSL.

The cooperation for set-
ting up a Ship Repair Cluster
at Vadinar, including o�-
shore fabrication, is under
the Maritime Development
Fund Scheme launched by
the Government of India, the
MEA said.

Another MoU between
CSL, DDW and Centre of Ex-
cellence in Maritime & Ship-
building is for skill develop-
ment in ship repair. The
tripartite agreement estab-
lishes a framework to mobil-
ise, train and employ skilled
maritime workforce, said the
Ministry. The MoU seeks to
enhance capabilities of mari-
time workforce and position
India as a hub for skilled
shipbuilding and ship repair
professionals, it added.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and UAE President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan in Abu Dhabi 

India, UAE ink pact to have
framework for defence partnership

The GIFT City on Friday
hosted a delegation compris-
ing representatives from
BRICS nations, providing
them with an overview of In-
dia’s evolving International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC) ecosystem and the
growing opportunities in
cross-border finance,

fintech, trade and global
business services.

The visit assumes signific-
ance as India holds the
BRICS Chair for 2026 under
the theme “Building for Resi-
lience, Innovation, Coopera-
tion and Sustainability.” In-
dia is also set to host the 18th

BRICS Summit and related
ministerial engagements
during the year, an o�cial re-
lease stated here. 

As part of the visit, the del-

egation was apprised of
GIFT City’s development as
India’s maiden IFSC and its
emergence as a gateway for
international financial ser-
vices, global capital flows
and foreign currency trans-
actions from within India.
Senior o�cials from GIFT
City and International Fin-
ancial Services Centres Au-
thority made a detailed
presentation covering the
city’s regulatory ecosystem,

globally benchmarked infra-
structure, business environ-
ment and sectoral opportun-
ities across banking, capital
markets, fund management,
insurance and reinsurance,
aircraft leasing, fintech and
global capability centres.

Commenting on the visit,
Sanjay Kaul, Managing Dir-
ector and Group CEO, GIFT
City, stated, “GIFT City is
steadily emerging as a glob-
ally competitive financial

and innovation hub, enabling
international financial ser-
vices and cross-border busi-
ness from India. The visit by
the BRICS delegation
provided an important op-
portunity to showcase GIFT
City’s integrated financial
and urban ecosystem, and to
exchange perspectives on
areas such as cross-border
investments, sustainable fin-
ance, fintech innovation and
economic cooperation.”
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